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Subalternity: A Definition 


It is one of the major branches of post-colonialism, first coined by the Italian philosopher Antonio Gramsci (1891- 
1937). 

He describes it as a political action of lesser social classes like religious groups and different races (Verloo, 2016). 
Gramsci says that a class can be diminished from a social class into an oppressed one because of the hegemony of a 
political mass, leading to 9 Di a bälten cl 

This is what Gramsci calls ‘t r Si Adamson, ). 


Gramsci states that the subalterns have their own lives to live, even when they are cut off of the political and 


governmental residencies. 

Their system is thus in an antagonistic position in the eyes of the ruling class. 

That is the reason why subaltern groups are always under attack. 

They cannot unite with the state due to the different personalities, ideas, religion and beliefs (Hoare and Sperber, 
2016). 


Gramsci agrees that it is mostly religious cases that lead to subaltern causes. 


In her essay “Can the Subaltern Speak?,” Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak voices that if “the subaltern has no history and | 


cannot speak, the subaltern as female is even more deeply in shadow” (1988, p. 287). 
Subaltern people have to bear differences such as race, class or religious differences. 


Spivak says that subalterns always remain in darkness and are in a blind spot where understanding and knowledge 


are blocked. 
The outer world is uninterested in their voices and do not show respect towards them. 
Instead, when they open up, the other uses power to silence them by ripping them of their identity (Maggio, 2007). 


The Indian physicist Homi Bhabha identifies it as a hybrid that is a mixture of an independent relationship between 


the self and the other, representing the colonizer and the colonized. 


The Bulgarian-French philosopher Julia Kristeva (1941- ) says that the subaltern goes through the phase of 


abjectification, which represents a state between subject and object. 
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Anne Frank started the diary because of the Second World War., naming it ‘Kitty.’ - 


In it, she writes that after 1940 war started against the Jews. 
They were robbed from their freedom through restricted laws. 


To name a few, they were forbidden to use or own vehicles and go out on the streets between 8 P.M. and 
6 A.M. 


They were only allowed to do their shopping between 3 and 5 PM., and were to attend Jewish schools 


only. 
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“You couldn’t do this and you couldn’t do that, but life went on. Jacque always said to me, ‘I don’t dare 


do anything anymore, ‘cause I'm afraid it’s not allowed” (Frank, 1945, p. 19). 
These laws were so strict that the Jews could not revolt, because they would be killed. 


That is why the Jews chose silence over speaking up. 


Dutch Jews were required to wear a yellow Star of David with the word “Jood,” which is Dutch for 


J 


‘Jew. 
Germans made them wear it as an act of humiliation, isolation and insecurity. 
Those who refused to wear it, would be fined and punished severely. 

To escape these laws, Frank's father suggested to go into a hiding place. 


He said “it would be very hard for us to live cut off from the rest of the world” (Frank, 1945, p. 25). 


With the help of Otto’s colleague Miep Gies and her husband Jan Gies, the Frank family goes into 


hiding behind a bookcase. 
It is located in the building where Otto worked. 


The reason behind this muteness is because if the workers hear them, they would inform the 


Gestapo to transfer the Frank family to a concentration camp. 


Anne Frank is relieved to be still alive, away from the severe outside world. 


Anne Frank says that “[nlot being able to go outside upsets me more than I can say, and 
I’m terrified our hiding place will be discovered and that we'll be shot. That, of course, 


is a fairly dismal prospect” (Frank, 1945, p. 32). 


She has plenty of dreams, but cannot grant them because she has to stay in the secret 


annex until the war is over. 


Thus, Anne’s voice was not heard at the time, but uses her voice in her diary instead 
(Morris and Nicholas, 2018). 


Since 1942, the van Pels family hid together with the Frank family and Mr. Dussel joined ۴ 


in later that year. 


He informs the two families how the outer world is treating the subaltern Jews even 


worse than before. 
The Gestapo knocks every door to ask families if there are any Jews inside their homes. 
They also offer bounties to anyone who informs them about Jews. 


Anne writes “I get frightened myself when I think of close friends who are now at the 
mercy of the cruelest monsters ever to stalk the earth. And all because they’re Jews” 
(Frank, 1945, p. 62). 


e Through the radio, the Frank family hears how bishops address the Dutch 
people to fight for the freedom of the Netherlands and religion. 


° Anne wonders if it is a good action but realizes that it is too late to help the 


subaltern Jews. 


° Subalterns go through coercion, struggle and lack of communication. 


° They cannot act on free will and have to live in difficult concepts of differences, 


whether it is political, social, religious, cultural or economic tasks. 


This leads to a clash between the political and the subalterns and ends in 
the birth of more political parties to limit and control the subalterns even 
more. 

The ruling class may fear that subaltern groups will come to power, so get 
rid of them little by little in order to rob them from their union. 

Before a revolution might happen, the political party attempts to silence 


them (Green, 2011). 


Anne shares how the police leader of the Netherlands, Hanns Albin 
Rauter (1895-1949) announced that he wants the land emptied of Jews 


before the first of July. 


The Jews were transferred to slaughterhouses in hordes which scares 


Anne. 


So as not to join them towards their death, the Frank family should keep 


in silence. 


Spivak questions if the subalterns can speak, and concludes that they go 
through a “reaction-formation to an initial and continuing desire to give 


the hysteric a voice” (cited in Morris, 2010, p. 3). 


The frightened Mrs. van Daan wishes to go to Jerusalem once the war is over. 


Only there, she would feel like being home with fellow Jews. 

Meanwhile, college students are forced to sign a statement torapprove of the New Order. 

Eighty percent signed because refusal means being sent ۲078 German concentration camp. 

It is clear that subalternity is all about who has and who has not got power, and who gains it and who loses it. 
Hence, the subaltern is involved in the category of the ۳07 

Gramsci says that subalternity is a social conflict of contradiction that is cultural instead of economic or political. 
Concerning culture, it leads to the clashes between traditions, desires, beliefs and ideals. 


Bhabha calls this “a binary structuring of social antagonism” (as cited in Beverley, 1999, p. 17) within a 


contrasting relationship between the subaltern and the dominant groups. 
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Anne feels “like a songbird whose wings have been ripped off and 
who keeps hurling itself against the bars of its dark cage. ‘Let me 
out, where there’s fresh air and laughter!’ a voice within me cries. 
I don’t even bother to reply anymore...Sleep makes the silence and 
the terrible fear go by more quickly, help pass the time, since it’s 
impossible to kill it” (Frank, 1945, p. 109). 


Even sleeping is hard and indeed, Anne is haunted by nightmares 
and bad thoughts. 


When she goes to bed, she feels alone and imprisoned. 


She imagines that the Secret Annex would catch fire and believes it 


might happen soon. 


She even feels like the world would not be normal for them after 
the war, as if they would be like the blue sky that is surrounded by 
black clouds. 


That will leave them in a small area where they are safe and 
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n a concentration camp. 
OW Jews are captured. 
meone who can accept her as an innocent Jew. 


Share her pain with anyone, because that would leave her in 
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Anne writes that similarly, millions of Jews in Poland and Russia were 


led into gas chambers and other fatal ends. 
She imagines that she will end up in the same way. 


She knows that even if subalternity ends in death, that life goes on 


without her. 


She will remain silent as long as she can, but if matters go out of hand, 


she just will let it be. 
Anne even misses to cry, but silence would not let her. 


She realizes that even if subaltern Jews are silenced during this war, 
they know that after the war there would be some voices left to leave a 


historical touch behind. 


It is almost impossible to clean out an entire race from their roots and 


to possess their identity completely. 


Peter van Pels tells Anne how he wishes to become a Christian after war, but 


admits that he will never feel like one. 


All he wants is that people would never know that he is a Jew, yet knows that 


the Jews are the chosen people. 
Anne hopes that they are chosen for something good in the end. 


She hopes that all of this torture and especially silence will lead to a worthy 


blessing from God. 


She believes that if it is not the people who can hear the subalterns, God would 


probably hear their pain. 


She compares her past with her sudden present of truth and sees how much 


they have suffered as Jews. 
Her past freedom seems like a dream and wonders if she can ever taste it again. 


Cultural differences are not natural but they are pressed against the human 


balance. 


The German government does not allow Jews to be on a balanced scale with 


e Continuously, Anne writes that they are treated like Jews in chains. | Hi 


* Still, they must be strong through silence to be treated like nor: Y 


someday 
instead of Jews. 


* She believes that Jews will be a great example after God saves them Sr 


war. 

* She even believes that Judaism will teach people about goodness and chooses 
to stick to her religion. 

° Every time Anne hears nearby bombing she is ready for death. 

e Still, she wishes to be a Dutch citizen afterwards. 


e Now, she is forced to be a subaltern but she knows that after war, she can be 
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Now that it is war, most people and especially Christians look down 


towards the Jews. 


They have become anti-Jews and count them as traitors against 


Germany. 


Christians are being sent as soldiers to Germany and other European 


countries, so they blame the Jews for all of this jeopardy. 


Anne says that the Jews are in a greater pain and that they remain silent 
while they march towards their death. “Could anyone, regardless of 
whether they’re Jews or Christians, remain silent in the face of German 
pressure? Everyone knows it’s practically impossible, so why do they 
ask the impossible of the Jews? (Frank, 1945, p. 218). 


Here, Anne feels that the government is the external world while she is 
hiding inside a cut off place, while the government thinks that the Jews 


as a whole race are the external world and has to cut it off from society. 


* Despite being excluded individuals the Jewish subalterns are still 


hoping for emancipation. 


e They are thus interwoven into a condition of past influence, 
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present and future development of subalterns’ lived experiences 


(Zene, 2013). 


° Anne agrees that dreams and cherished hopes rise within us, only 
to be crushed by grim reality. It’s a wonder I haven’t abandoned all 
my ideals, they seem so absurd and impractical. Yet I cling to them 
because I still believe, in spite of everything, that people are truly 
good at heart. It’s utterly impossible for me to build my life on 
foundations of chaos, suffering and death. I see the world being 


Slowly transformed into a wilderness...And yet, when I look up at 
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e Anne’s last words to her diary are that she will “keep trying to find a way to become what I'd like to 
be and what I could be if...if only ie 
ANNE’S DIARY ENDS HERE” (Fran 7 


re were no other people in the world. Yours, Anne Frank. 


H p. 241). 
° The people who hid in the Secret Annex were arrested by the Gestapo through betrayal. 


ht residents were transferred to je camp in Amsterdam. 


ind her sister were separated from their parents and were transferred to Germany. 
4 


; broke out and took the lives of thousands of Jews, among them Anne and her 


tto Frank was the only one who survived and strived to keep Anne’s dream alive by 


ry around the world. 
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